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In the spring of 1965, Dr. Beeson decided to leave the chairmanship of
Internal Medicine at Yale for the Nuffield Chair in Internal Medicine at
Oxford. With this decision he brought to an end a fruitful and exciting
period in the development of the Yale Medical School. In recognition
of his contributions to the institution in which he played so important a
part, the editors of the YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE have
decided to publish a special issue dedicated to him. This issue should
reflect in some degree at least several different facets of Beeson's profes-
sional life. Like many academic physicians, he is active in teaching, in ad-
ministration, in national scholarly societies, in patient care, and in
research. His outstanding achievements in the last area are the easiest to
document, and represent the basis of the major part of this issue of the
YALE JOURNAL.
In this brief introduction, I shall try to do justice to some of the less
obvious but highly important aspects of Dr. Beeson's activities at Yale
and in American academic medicine in general.
The past 14 years have seen extensive changes in the organization and
commitments of American medical schools. Yale Medical School was
fortunate to have Paul Beeson as chairman of its Department of Internal
Medicine during these years of transition. His broad clinical knowledge
and his extensive and productive research experience provided the basis
for a balanced expansion of the Department and, to a considerable extent,
of the School as a whole. For this guidance, Yale and the entire American
medical community owes him a great debt of gratitude.
When Beeson arrived at Yale in the spring of 1952, he found a medical
school dedicated to a unique system of medical education. The absence
of university examinations, combined with a great deal of free time for
elective study and a requirement that each student write an acceptable
doctoral dissertation created an atmosphere in which students and faculty
worked together as colleagues rather than as disciples and masters. This
teaching program makes unusual demands on both the students and the
faculty. The students must be mature enough to take the responsibilty
for educating themselves, and the faculty must be capable of engaging the
interest and attention of the students without the coercion of examinations.
The atmosphere of cooperation such a teaching method requires was highly
congenial to the new professor. He rose happily to the challenge of the
free-wheeling type of teaching required and, as the need for increasing
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depth in the clinical faculty developed, he was successful in attracting
colleagues whose clinical and scientific competence expanded the horizons
of the group originally in the Department. The danger of over-special-
ization was ever-present in his mind. To prevent atomization of the
teaching program he resisted the temptation to set up separate subspecialty
services, and redistributed those that previously had existed. As a result,
students and house staff were exposed to the entire sweep of the practice
of internal medicine. The specialists on the faculty were expected to
maintain their competence in general medical problems and were constantly
confronted with teaching assignments that kept them in touch with de-
velopments outside their own fields. As the group expanded, Beeson
instituted departmental research seminars and clinical conferences in which
all members of the Department were made aware of current activities of
their colleagues.
To make the Yale system work, it is important to include the students
in the intellectual activities of the school. Beeson promoted student par-
ticipation in many ways-by inviting them into his laboratory to col-
laborate in his research; by encouraging them to present the results of
their investigations at departmental or subspecialty seminars, and by
working closely with them in small groups. Two such groups especially
appealed to Dr. Beeson. For many years he participated in an elective
course with the Department of Pathology, in which eight or so of the best
students in the senior class operated a clinico-pathological conference
under the supervision of Dr. Averill A. Liebow. In this exercise, the usual
competition between the clinicians and the pathologists was supplemented
by the opportunity for the students to show up the professor. The sessions
were acute, competitive, and rewarding.
Of even greater importance was Dr. Beeson's long tenure as Editor of
the YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE. This publication is unique
in that it is the only nationally distributed scientific medical journal edited
by medical students. The role of faculty advisor created a close associa-
tion with students of all four classes in the school. Weekly conferences
provided an opportunity not only to develop a high level of critical com-
petence in the young editors, but also to teach them humility and charity.
Undoubtedly, a large part of Dr. Beeson's success as a professor of
medicine depended on his feeling of personal responsibility for the patient.
This was the keystone of his teaching program. He was concerned lest the
program of specialization interfere with the physician's personal contact
with the sick patient. These attitudes probably stem from his own back-
ground as the son of a general practitioner who had lived and worked
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far from medical centers for much of his life. Beeson himself spent
two years in general practice in Wooster, Ohio, after his internship at the
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, before he began his academic
career with an assistant residency at the Hospital of the Rockefeller
Institute. He considered this experience very valuable, and sent several
of his young colleagues to join his father's clinic in Wooster when they
were ready to enter practice. His practical perspective made him both
an excellent rounding man and a stimulating lecturer for students, house
staff, or practicing physicians.
His interest in the clinical problems of the patient has been an important
factor in guiding his research interests. In a long and distinguished biblio-
graphy containing many papers of importance at the most basic level,
all are oriented clearly to questions raised by some clinical observation
or question. Some of the fruits of this patient-oriented research interest
are contained in the pages that follow. This attitude toward clinical problems
and basic research was a constant impetus to young members of the student
body and faculty to investigate the mechanisms of disease by epidemiological
observations or by setting up laboratory models. Undoubtedly, his recog-
nition of the dignity of the clinician and the importance of skillful
bedside observation as an equal partner with laboratory studies did a
great deal to build the sense of pride and esprit de corps that character-
ized the Department under his leadership.
In the Spring of 1965, when Beeson was offered the Nuffield Professor-
ship of Clinical Medicine at Oxford, he was doubtless tempted by the
challenge afforded by this excellent clinical service, with its small full-
time staff, and the opportunity to reduce his administrative commitment
and return to the bedside. Added to this was his love for England, where
he had served during the second World War in the American Red Cross
-Harvard Field Hospital Unit, and to which he had returned in 1958-9
as visiting investigator at the Wright-Fleming Institute of Microbiology.
When Dr. Beeson announced his decision to leave Yale, his colleagues
sought an appropriate way to show their gratitude for his contributions
to Yale University School of Medicine and to the YALE JOURNAL OF
BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE. Rather than organize one of the usual festschrifts,
it was decided to reprint selected papers by Beeson, each of which repre-
sented a fundamental stimulus to the subsequent development of an area
of his interest. In order to give perspective to the importance of each paper,
we invited a distinguished scientist who had not been associated with the
original work to comment on its role in the development of the field. We
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hope in this way to provide both a recognition of Paul Beeson's outstanding
contributions to medical science, and an historical document for new-
comers to these areas of study. In addition, by this formal recognition of
his contributions in one field of activity, we symbolize our gratitude for his
leadership in many other areas of academic medicine at Yale and through-
out the world.
PHILIP K. BONDY
Ensign Professor of Medicine,
Chairman, Department of Internal
Medicine, Yale University School
of Medicine.
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